
 
 

Call for Applications: Strategic Communications Group (SCG) 

UN DECADE OF OCEAN SCIENCE FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT (2021-2030) 

 

The UN Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable Development (2021-2030) - the Ocean Decade - works to 

create and foster the knowledge and collaboration required for a healthy and resilient ocean for 

generations to come. The Ocean Decade aims to generate and facilitate use of ocean science so that by 

2030 the following Decade outcomes are met: 

 

1. A clean ocean where sources of pollution are identified and reduced or removed. 

2. A healthy and resilient ocean where marine ecosystems are understood, protected, restored and 

managed. 

3. A productive ocean supporting sustainable food supply and a sustainable ocean economy. 

4. A predicted ocean where society understands and can respond to changing ocean conditions. 

5. A safe ocean where life and livelihoods are protected from ocean-related hazards. 

6. An accessible ocean with open and equitable access to data, information and technology and 

innovation. 

7. An inspiring and engaging ocean where society understands and values the ocean in relation to 

human wellbeing and sustainable development. 

 

To achieve this, the Ocean Decade Implementation Plan identifies the following 10 Challenges to be met 

over the course of the Decade: 

 

1. Understand and beat marine pollution 

2. Protect and restore ecosystems and biodiversity 

3. Sustainably feed the global population 

4. Develop a sustainable and equitable ocean economy 

5. Unlock ocean-based solutions to climate change 

6. Increase community resilience to ocean hazards 

7. Expand the Global Ocean Observing System 

8. Create a digital representation of the Ocean 

9. Skills, knowledge and technology for all 

10.  Change humanity’s relationship with the ocean 

 

Effective communication of the Ocean Decade itself, and of the science and knowledge that is generated and 

used by diverse partners throughout the Decade to contribute to sustainable development, will be essential 

to its success. 

 

To this end, the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission of UNESCO in its role as the coordinator of 

the Ocean Decade is calling for applications to join the Ocean Decade Strategic Communications Group 

(formerly the Ocean Decade Communications Advisory Group).  

 

TERMS OF REFERENCE 

ROLE AND FUNCTIONING OF THE GROUP 

 

The Strategic Communications Group will both advise the Decade Advisory Board, Decade Coordination 

Unit, and other Decade coordination structures, coordinate on joint communications initiatives, and deliver 

professional opinion on any matter in the areas of work described in these Terms of Reference. Members 

will provide their in-kind support, including for joint practical initiatives. 

 

https://www.oceandecade.org/


The Group will aim in particular to: 

- Provide strategic advice and guidance on the design and implementation of effective and impactful 

communications activities that meet the Decade’s objectives; 

- Review and comment on strategic communications plans and products for the Ocean Decade; 

- Jointly develop and implement specific activities, for example around International Days and key 

events, and provide guidance on tools and mechanisms to monitor impact; 

- Provide advice to help increase the effectiveness and reach of Ocean Decade communications and 

marketing activities; 

- Jointly identify and communicate key messages and stories that demonstrate the value of the Ocean 

Decade to the target audiences outlined in the Communications Strategy; 

- Support dissemination of Ocean Decade communication elements at the global, regional and 

national levels via professional networks; 

- Identify guidelines and best practices, that will likely evolve over time, to help Member States and 

other stakeholder groups communicate about the Ocean Decade and its activities; 

- Assist in the identification of financial and in-kind resources and new partnerships to support 

communications activities; and 

- Where possible, provide in-kind support for Communications activities, such as translation, social 

media amplification and more. 

 

There will be working groups on particular topics, and all members are expected to participate in at least 

one working group. The Working Groups’ mandate and modalities will be discussed and agreed to in 

meetings of the full Group.  

 

The working language of the Group is English, and the group is currently working towards including more 

languages and colleagues in varied timezones. 

 

Selected experts will meet monthly both physically and virtually to ensure strategic coordination and 

impact. The group will aim to meet physically at least once per year, sanitary and budgetary conditions 

permitting. 

 

Recommendations and general advice formulated by the Strategic Communications Group will be shared 

with the Decade Advisory Board via the Decade Coordination Unit.  

 

Terms of Reference will be reviewed and approved every two years at the start of each new cohort, and are 

subject to the validation of the Executive Secretary of the IOC.  

 

An online space for information management, and informal interaction will be made available to the Group 

by the Secretariat, to foster engagement and collaboration. 

 

COMPOSITION OF THE GROUP & SELECTION PROCESS 

 

The Strategic Communications Group will be made up of 20 - 25 voluntary professionals of high standing 

in one or more key areas of expertise relevant to the UN Ocean Decade and   with due respect to 

geographic, gender and generational balance. 

 

Membership of the Ocean Decade Strategic Communications Group will consist of communications 

experts from the following groups that are engaged in the Ocean Decade: 

- Member States 

- Media 

- Professionals from the arts/culture and related relevant fields 

- Private sector 

- Philanthropy  

- NGOs 

- International and regional organizations  

- Academia  



- Museums, zoos and aquariums  

- United Nations entities, programmes and bodies  

- Decade Actions and coordination structures (National Decade Committees, Decade Collaborative 

Centres or Decade Implementing Partners) 

- Other relevant groups with a demonstrated engagement in the Ocean Decade, particularly Youth.  

 

Selection of group members will be made by the IOC Executive Secretary on the basis of advice from the 

Decade Coordination Unit.  

 

Members will be selected on an individual basis and do not represent their institutions or employers. The 

criteria that will be used to select the members are as follows: 

- Demonstrated technical skills, thematic knowledge, international experiences, and demonstrated 

ability to contribute to the Ocean Decade communication efforts, in accordance with the principles of 

non-discrimination, equal treatment and absence of conflict of interests. Women and 

underrepresented groups are particularly encouraged to apply. 

- Specific knowledge and skills in science communications and outreach in topics related to 

sustainable development and the Ocean Decade Challenges 

- Specific knowledge and skills in science communication and outreach to marginalized or under-

represented groups including stakeholders in Least Developed Countries and Small Island 

Developing States, women, youth, local communities, Indigenous and local knowledge holders, and 

persons with disabilities 

- Strong networks and professional connections that can be used to amplify communications impacts 

and efforts of the Ocean Decade.  

 

Members of the Group will enjoy two-year terms, with Group membership reviewed at the start of every 

biennium. Sitting members may reapply to continue in the Group, with an upper limit of 30% of sitting 

members who could continue for a further two years. There will be two Co-Chairs. Co-Chairs will be 

appointed on an annual basis, by the Ocean Decade Coordination Unit.  

 

Group membership is on a voluntary basis and members will not receive remuneration. Those based in 

developing countries may be entitled to travel and subsistence allowance in accordance with IOC-

UNESCO’s policy for reimbursement of travel and accommodation expenses, depending on budget 

availability.

 

All applicants are requested to provide: 

- a CV and a paragraph on their potential contribution to the UN Ocean Decade to demonstrate their 

fulfilment of the above criteria. 

- Each expert will need to demonstrate that they have received the authorization of his or her 

employer to dedicate time to the work of the Strategic Communications Group (e.g. email or letter). 

 

Email for applications: oceandecade.comms@unesco.org Deadline: 15 October 2022 (23:59 CET) 

 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

 

By submitting their application, experts provide authorization to the Intergovernmental Oceanographic 

Commission of UNESCO to collect, store and process your data for the purpose of organising events, 

reporting and dissemination of activities related to the UN Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable 

Development. This includes the necessary organizational communication, as well as providing 

authorization to use your name, title, institutional affiliation and SCG affiliation in communication 

materials, e.g. posts, brochures, photo gallery, videos and dissemination in official social networks, 

websites and publications. 

 

IOC-UNESCO is committed to achieving diversity in terms of gender, nationality and culture. Individuals 

from minority groups, indigenous groups and persons with disabilities are equally encouraged to apply. 

All applications will be treated with the strictest confidence. 

mailto:oceandecade.comms@unesco.org

